
SYLLABUS

Math 1111: College Algebra
Spring 2009
PREREQUISITE: Math 099 or high school Algebra II and a suitable score on a mathematics placement test. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is a 3 semester-hour course that provides a functional approach to algebra and incorporates the use of appropriate technology. Emphasis will be placed on the study of functions and their graphs, inequalities, and linear, quadratic, rational, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Appropriate applications will be included. (For students in math-intensive majors, Math 1111 does not apply to the core curriculum—please refer to the Core Curriculum Requirements in the Clayton State University catalog. Students who take this course in preparation for Math 1501 must also take Math 1112A. For students in Math 1111, a grade of C or better is a prerequisite for subsequent math courses at Clayton State University.) 
COURSE CONTENT:

· Graphs, Functions, and Models (Chapter 1, sections 2-7)
· Functions, Equations, and Inequalities (Chapter 2, sections 1-5)

· Polynomial and Rational Functions (Chapter 3, sections 1-6)

· Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (Chapter 4, sections 1-6)

· Systems of Equations and Matrices (Chapter 8, sections 1-3)

OUTCOMES:

· Communication: Students will gain a knowledge base of functions in analytical, graphical and numerical forms. Students will communicate their ideas in classroom discussions and in written form on homework, quizzes and tests. 
· Critical Thinking: Students will apply their knowledge to solve problems presented in class and on homework, quizzes and examinations. Students will analyze questions, utilize appropriate problem solving techniques, draw conclusions, and provide evidence of a logical answer. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
· Computer:  A computer is required for MATH 1111 and each student needs access to a notebook computer. Students will use their notebook computers during class sessions, to complete homework and quiz assignments, and for tests. Clayton State University requires that students have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program. See http://itpchoice.clayton.edu for full details of this policy. 
· Textbook: Students should purchase Algebra and Trigonometry, Third Edition, by Beecher, Penna, Bittinger. An optional student solutions manual is also available in the bookstore.
· MyMathLab: Your textbook is bundled with an activation ID and password for access to this site, which is created to help you succeed in your mathematics course.  Please do not lose this code. Your textbook is also bundled with CDs which have the same instructional lessons as those found online in MyMathLab.  You will also need the Course ID provided previously.
· Math Software: The software that the mathematics faculty will be using in Math 1111 is Mathcad, by MathSoft, Inc. This software is sold separately from the textbook and is available to students through the bookstore at reduced cost.
YOU SHOULD BRING YOUR COMPUTER AND TEXTBOOK TO EACH CLASS. Sharing technology during graded assignments is not allowed.
EVALUATION:  
· Your grade in this course will be determined by the points that you earn on the best 10 out of 12 MyMathLab quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 100 points.  (Two of the lowest MyMathLab quizzes will be dropped.) 
· In addition, the instructor will have MyMathLab homework (or other additional outside assignments) worth up to 100 points.  
· There will be three major tests worth 100 points each. These will occur about every 5 weeks and will cover material as designated on the MyMathLab Calendar. If a test is missed, the instructor will determine an appropriate course of action regarding any possible make-up test on a case-by-case basis.  
·  The Departmental Final Examination is comprehensive.  The Final Exam is worth 150 points. No student will be excused from taking the Final Exam and only under unusual circumstances will a student be allowed to take the Final Exam at any time other than the regularly scheduled time.  Failure to take the Final Examination will result in the grade of “F” for the course.
	GRADING SCALE
	 
	ASSESSMENT
	POINTS

	Grade
	Percent
	Points
	 
	Test 1
	100

	A
	90%
	100.0%
	585
	650
	
	Test 2
	100

	B
	80%
	89.8%
	520
	584
	
	Test 3
	100

	C
	70%
	79.8%
	455
	519
	
	Homework
	100

	D
	60%
	69.8%
	390
	454
	
	Quizzes
	100

	F
	0%
	59.8%
	0
	389
	
	Final Exam
	150

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	650


MIDTERM ADVISORY GRADE: The midterm grade in this course, which will be issued before Tuesday, March 3rd, will reflect approximately 40% of the entire course grade. Based on this grade students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W”. Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available online from the Office of the Registrar, before the withdrawal date of Friday, March 6th.  The last day to withdraw from classes and receive a “W” is Friday, March 6, 2009.
RESOURCES & CSU POLICIES:
· The instructor holds regular office hours and is also available via email or by phone. Please check with your instructor for specifics. 
· The Center for Academic Success (CAS), located on the lower level of the Library, offers numerous resources for students, including peer tutoring, mathematics videotapes, and Mathcad workshops. See their website at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/caa/.    
· The Mathcad workshop schedule for Spring 2009 is as follows:

Wednesday, 01/21 
12:00pm and 4:30pm

Tuesday, 01/27
4:30pm

Wednesday, 01/28
12:00pm and 4:30pm

Thursday, 01/29
11:30am
Tuesday, 02/03
11:30am 
Thursday, 02/05
11:30am
Additional information about Mathcad can be found at http://cims.clayton.edu/math/Technology.htm.
· Academic integrity is of paramount importance at Clayton State University. Students are expected to adhere to the Student Code of Conduct, as discussed in the Student Handbook, available at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/SCC-2007-08.pdf. Students are also expected to abide by the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities, given in the Academic Catalog, which is available at http://publications.clayton.edu/catalog/. Any instance of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with published policies and procedures.
· Any student who has failed to attend a class by the final payment deadline for the term will be identified as a “no show”. Each no show student is administratively withdrawn from the class and a grade of “W” is posted.  Students should check the Clayton State University Academic Catalog for the full “no show” policy.
· Any student who has withdrawn or earned less than a satisfactory grade (F, D, U, W, WF) a total of three times in a credited course at Clayton State University will not be allowed to take the course again. Appeals must be made to the Dean. 

· Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations need to register with Disability Services (DS) in order to obtain their accommodations. You can contact them at (678) 466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu. If you are already registered with DS and are seeking accommodations for this course, please make an appointment with your instructor to discuss your specific accommodation needs and provide the instructor with the accommodations letter.

· The content of this course syllabus correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies and learned society/professional education associations (found at www.nctm.org and www.georgiastandards.org) course correlation matrices located at the following web site: 
http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm
· This syllabus is a tentative overview of the course and its policies. The instructor reserves the right to amend this document as needed. The instructor will not change any policies without first discussing the changes with the class.
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