
SYLLABUS
Math 1111, College Algebra
Spring Semester 2010
PREREQUISITE: MATH 099 with a grade of D% or better, OR MATH 1101 with a grade of D or better, OR an acceptable score on a placement test.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is a functional approach to algebra that incorporates the use of appropriate technology. Emphasis will be placed on the study of functions and their graphs, inequalities, and linear, quadratic, 
piece-wise defined, rational, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic functions. Appropriate applications 
will be included. (Students who take this course in preparation for MATH 1501 are also required to 
successfully complete MATH 1112A.)
INSTRUCTOR: 
Billie May



OFFICE: 
UC 407
PHONE:

 678-466-4440



URL:

http://cims.clayton.edu/bmay
E-MAIL:

 billiemay@clayton.edu  

COURSE CONTENT AND OBJECTIVES:

· Graphs, Functions, and Models (Sections 1.2 to 1.7)
· Functions, Equations, and Inequalities (Sections 2.1 to 2.5)
· Polynomial and Rational Functions (Sections 3.1 to 3.6)
· Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (Sections 4.1 to 4.6)
· Systems of Equations and Matrices (Sections 8.1 to 8.3)
MATERIALS: 

· COMPUTER: A computer is required and each student needs access to a notebook computer.  Students will use their notebook computers during class sessions and tests.  Clayton State University requires that students have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. See http://itpchoice.clayton.edu for full details of this policy.  

· Math Software: The two software products students will be using is MS Excel (available for free from the HUB’s Student Software Support Services in the lower level of the Library) and Graph (available for free download from http://www.padowan.dk/graph/Download.php).  This software is separate from the textbook package, and is only available through the indicated sources.
· TEXT: Algebra & Trigonometry, 3rd Ed.,  by Beecher, Penna, and Bittinger 
· MyMathLab:  Your textbook is bundled with an activation ID card and password for access to this site, which is created to help you succeed in your mathematics course.  This bundle is only available through the CSU Bookstore.  Please do not lose this code.

You MUST bring your computer and your textbook to each class meeting.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
· Express relationships using the concept of a function and use verbal, numerical, graphical and symbolic means to analyze a function. 
· Model situations from a variety of settings by using polynomial, exponential and logarithmic functions. 
Manipulate mathematical information, concepts, and thoughts in verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic form while solving a variety of problems which involve polynomial, exponential or logarithmic functions. 
· Apply a variety of problem-solving strategies, including verbal, algebraic, numerical, and graphical techniques, to solve multiple-step problems involving polynomial, exponential, logarithmic equations and inequalities and systems of linear equations. 
· Shift among the verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic modes in order to analyze functions. 
· Use appropriate technology in the evaluation, analysis and synthesis of information in problem-solving situations.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES:  See the current online Academic Catalog at, http://publications.clayton.edu/catalog/  for details on the following policies.

· Any student who has failed to attend a class by the 10th day of the semester will be identified as a “no show.”  Each “no show” student is administratively withdrawn from the class, a grade of W will be posted, and the student is NOT be reinstated.  Any appeals on the decision are made to the Dean.

· A student who has withdrawn or earned less than a satisfactory grade (F, U, D, WF, W) a total of three times in a credited course at CSU will not be allowed to take the course again.  Any appeals on the decision are made to the Dean.

· The mid-term grade in this course, which will be issued by March 2 , reflects approximately 30% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term, which occurs on March 5th.

· For students in Math 1111 a grade of C or better is a prerequisite for subsequent math courses at CSU.

· Students are expected to abide by the Student Code of Conduct in the Clayton State University Student Handbook.  Academic integrity is of paramount importance at Clayton State University.  Students who violate the conduct code regulations will face disciplinary action and/or University sanctions. 
· Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not, are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.
EVALUATION:  
· Your grade in this course will be determined by the points that you earn on the best ten out of twelve MyMathLab quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 100 points.  (The two lowest MyMathLab quizzes will be dropped.) 
· In addition, the instructor will have MyMathLab homework, or other additional outside assignments, worth up to 100 points.  
· Each of the three tests is worth 100 points. 
·  The Final Examination is comprehensive and worth 150 points. No student will be excused from taking the Final Examination, and only under unusual circumstances will a student be allowed to take the Final Examination at any time other than the regularly scheduled time.  Failure to take the Final Examination will result in the grade of “F” for the course.
	GRADING SCALE
	 
	
	

	Grade
	Percent
	Points
	 
	ASSESSMENT
	POINTS

	A
	90%
	100.0%
	
	
	
	Homework
	100

	B
	80%
	89.8%
	
	
	
	Quizzes
	100

	C
	70%
	79.8%
	
	
	
	Tests
	300

	D
	60%
	69.8%
	
	
	
	Final Exam
	150

	F
	0%
	59.8%
	
	
	
	Total
	650


RESOURCES:  I hold regular office hours and am willing to help!  Another resource to help you is the Center for Academic Success (CAS), which is located on the lower level of the Library. The CAS home page is http://adminservices.clayton.edu/caa/. The CAS sponsors a Peer Tutoring Program.  Please see the CAS website for more information and to schedule an appointment with a Peer Tutor.  Additional group instruction is available from the members of the CAS staff who have advanced mathematics training.  The textbook is bundled with the solutions manual.  MyMathLab has an online tutoring center available, and you will have to access the MyMathLab website to obtain this contact information.  There are materials and computer software which may be of help.  If you need help on background arithmetic or algebra, there are also videotapes which may be of help. There are numerous books on algebra in the CSU library for further reference and study.  
TECHNOLOGY PREREQUISITE:  The computer is used extensively in this course.  You must bring your computer and your textbook to each class meeting and immediately set up your computer, unless otherwise informed by your instructor.  Basic computer skills for using email, the Internet, and file management are necessary to succeed.  If you do not have these skills, it is strongly recommended that you attend appropriate workshop(s) provided by the Student Software Support Services (SSSS) located downstairs in the Library.  The URL for the SSSS Workshops is http://thehub.clayton.edu/index.php?nav=calendar SSSS also provides individual assistance by appointment with the receptionist or walkup basis.  Students should make an appointment with the HUB to have software loaded on their computers.  Please see the DUCK for information about activating email accounts.
TECHNOLOGY etiquette:  All materials displayed on your computer at all times during class must support the learning experience in the classroom. This includes screensavers, wallpaper, computer games, email and internet access. Specifically, students are expected to use computers only when requested for classroom use. If you are surfing, playing games, watching videos, emails, or any other activity not related to what is going on in the classroom, I will give you one warning before I turn off your computer. If the behavior continues, I will ask you to leave the classroom for the remainder of the class. 

Pagers and cell phones should be turned OFF or in “Silent” mode – not vibrate mode.   Any device with speakers or requiring the use of ear buds should not be used in the classroom at any time.  Cell phones or other similar devises may not be used as a calculator during tests.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE SEMESTER:
	Jan. 11
	Classes Begin
	
	March 6-13
	No classes

	Jan. 18
	No classes 
	May  3
	Last day of classes

	March 5
	Last day to withdraw without academic accountability
	
	May 5
	Final Exams


Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations need to register with Disability Services (DS) in order to obtain their accommodations. You can contact them at 678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu. If you are already registered with DS and are seeking accommodations for this course, please make an appointment with your instructor to discuss your specific accommodation needs for this course and give the instructor your accommodations letter.
The content of this course syllabus correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies and learned society/ professional education associations.  Please refer to the course correlation matrices located at the following web site:

http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm
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